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About 150 years ago the Scottish missionary, David Livingston, was one
of the first people to share the gospel in the country now known as
Zimbabwe. Wesleyan churches began in the 1950’s when missionaries
from Canada started medical ministries around the town of Victoria
Falls. The long war for independence made it difficult for these rural
churches and put a stop to the medical work. After the war, missionaries
were able to help strengthen the churches but the government has made
it difficult for missionaries to stay in the country to help. There are only
six Wesleyan churches in Zimbabwe today, but there is great potential
for growth and church planting.

The Cheneys are preparing
to go to Zimbabwe to work
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Road to Bulawayo

As we moved down the road in a convoy, I thought to myself, “Why were we traveling
to a country where there is a war going on?” I was seven years old at the time and my
parents were missionaries in Africa. We were going to visit another missionary family
who lived in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. There had been a long war which was coming to an
end and people still traveled in armored convoys just in case of an attack.

Our convoy was made up of a long line of cars with blue armored pick-ups trucks at the
front, middle and back of the line. I was both afraid and curious as I looked at the small
blue pick-ups with round armored cages on the back. Sticking out of the cage was a big
machine gun that could swing around in every direction as the pick-up went down the
road. “What would happen if someone started shooting at us?” I was afraid.

The apostle Paul reminded Timothy that as a child of God, we do not have to live in
fear. God’s spirit fills us with his power, love and wisdom so we can know and serve
him. My parents were able to teach me what it was like to trust God with their lives. As
a child I made a choice to accept Jesus as my Savior and although it’s not easy
sometimes, I have learned to trust him no matter what.

My parents chose to come to Africa because they loved God and wanted to share that
love with others. They could have stayed home because it was too difficult or too
dangerous to move to Africa. But they chose to put their trust in God. Satan likes to fill
people with doubt and fear in order to keep them from living and doing what they were
created for. He’s scared of what will happen when we put our faith and trust in God.
Maybe God is calling you to show his love to your family or your neighbors. Maybe
God is calling you to share his love in another country. Do not be afraid, he is with you!

I’'m glad we weren’t attacked that day on the road to Bulawayo. The war for
independence in Zimbabwe ended long ago, but a spiritual war still continues. The
devil wants to keep people living in fear and doubt, far away from knowing the love of
God and its power to change their heart and the world around them. Now, as a pastor
and missionary, God has called me and my family to move back to Zimbabwe to teach
and work with the church. Our job will be to encourage and equip church leaders so
God can use them to transform Zimbabwe and the world for his glory.




Memory Actv

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power,
love and self-discipline. (2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT).

Gather a good number of old magazines or newspapers. Anything that
has large printed items in them. Divide children into at least two
groups. Give each a copy of the above memory verse. Then have them
search the magazines/newspapers for the words of the verse (or letters
to spell out the words).

Have them make a collage by gluing the words and images to another
large piece of paper. The team with the best looking collage is the
winner.




Bible Lesson

Ask the children if they are able to control the weather. Can you make it rain? Can
you tell the sun to shine? Can you command the clouds to go away?

Matthew &8:23-27

Ask them if they know anybody who can do that. Of course, the answer is God, or
Jesus. Ask the children if they can remember a Bible Story where Jesus stopped a
storm, only by using His voice. If someone remembers the story, have they tell it
as best they can.

Review the story found in Matthew 8:23-27.

Jesus got into a boat, and his disciples went with him. Suddenly a fierce storm
hit the lake, and the boat was in danger of sinking. But Jesus was asleep. The
disciples went to him and woke him up. “Save us, Lord!” they said. “We are
about to die!”

“What are you so frightened?” Jesus answered. “What little faith you have!”
Then he got up and ordered the winds and the waves to stop, and there was a
great calm. Everyone was amazed. “What kind of man is this?” they said.
“Even the winds and the waves obey him!”(Today’s English Version)

Ask the children if they have ever been on a boat. It can be a lot of fun to be on a
boat in nice weather. Then, ask them if they have ever been on a boat when it was
surrounded by large waves, or it was raining? How did they feel? Were they
afraid that they might fall into the water?

Why were the disciples afraid?
What was Jesus doing while it was storming?

When the disciples woke Jesus, what did he say to them? What did he say to the
storm?

The disciples really didn’t need to worry, did they? Jesus was with them and He
was in control of everything — the wind, the rain, the water....everything. If we
believe that, then we do not need to be afraid either, but we can trust Him to take
care of us. 5




AU SR U U A B S S S S U S S S G
Ul Banyoka

5
g

. How to Play

1. Choose a play area that is a bit of an obstacle course, with bush-

-4 es and large rocks. For younger players, it's probably best to have

# the starting point be on top of a hill. You can create an obstacle G

=¥ course using toys, pillows, boxes, and cartons.

27 2. The players divide into two groups, each group having at least

75 six players.

%% 3. Each group becomes a "Snake" by the players sitting one behind

the other on the ground, legs spread and hands placed on the shoul-

A ders of the player in front, or arms wrapped around the waist.

.°- 4. Each snake moves forward by the players swaying their bodies “

%" back and forth. The snake can sing a song.

%°. 5. The object of the snake is to reach a designated finish line first.

% But the real fun of the game is to maneuver around bushes, rocks,

¢z and/ or other objects, to "slither" around and over them while re-

s maining connected to each other.

3 6. The game can also be played with one snake. The competitive
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> aspect is gone, replaced by a follow-the-leader quality. The "head"
of the snake decides the direction, turning one way then another
%" and choosing which obstacles to go across or around. If the line is
long enough, it's fun for players to deal with a new obstacle or
£ change of direction while players farther behind are still coping
22 with the previous one.
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living on the border of Zimbabwe and Mozambique. The game is played with
~# gourd shells, sticks, and corn cobs.

5% 2 players or 2 teams face each other. The corn cobs are set up on both sides
<5 of the players. The ndondo is a gourd shell made in the shape of a disc with a
\{ - hole in the middle of it. A stick is made to fit into the hole of the ndondo. The
7. player picks up the ndondo with the stick and flings it at the cobs near the op-
5. ponent. Whoever knocks down the most cobs wins.

=5 If there’s a tie then each side tries to fling their ndondo at the opposing play-
- er's ndondo at the same time. The one whose ndondo is knocked down first
54 loses.

N
NDONDO ‘
7% Ndondo is a traditional game played by Shona boys of the Tangwena people,
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1. Because of bad leadership the economy has
been very bad for the last 12 years. Many people
have no jobs and struggle to survive on very little.
Pray or godly leaders who will serve the needy peo-
ple in Zimbabwe.

2. Many people in Zimbabwe claim to be
Christian but do not act like Christians. Pray that
these people would be hungry to know God and live
with His love in their hearts.

3. Pray that God would continue to call boys
and girls, men and women to be ministers of the gos-
pel who can share God’s love with others.

4. Elections will be held soon. Pray for peace
between people as they vote for new leaders



King Solomon’s Bag of Wisdom

Make a pouch out of paper, cardboard, cloth or other ma-
terial. It should be big enough to hold the coins on the fol-
lowing pages. They should write on the pouch the above
title .

Print out a set of coins for each student.

Have them color or paint the pouch they have made. Then
cut out the coins, glue them to stiff paper, card stock, or

v other material. They can also color these front and back.
They should write the name of the country of the lesson on
the back of the coin.

Then they can place them in the pouch. Help them make a
plan to take the coins out and review them.
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